
ISSN 0308-8685 

The, 

B ttLETIX 
av'r-lie 

EAST GR INS TfAl D 
SOCIETY 

No.106 

Published by THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 
do 20 St George's Court, East Grinstead, Sussex, RH19 1QP 

Text copyright © The East Grinstead Society 
on behalf of contributors, 2012 

Summer 2012 



THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 
www.eastgrinsteadsociety.org  

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its 
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to 
the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are 
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, walks and visits. It produces this Bulletin of articles of 
local interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was 
well received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and 
making representations to the authorities on planning issues and promotes citizenship education in local 
schools. It has held exhibitions, planted trees, restored the churchyard railings and martyrs' memorial, 
and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street. It has also produced surveys of trees, 
seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of victims of enemy action in 
Mount Noddy cemetery (now superseded) and historical guide-maps in the High Street, and presented 
seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has published a 
book of reminiscences, sets of postcards reproducing old photographs, three town trails (one of them 
also in French) and leaflets on the local martyrs and on Mount Noddy and Moat Pond. With the Town 
Council it established the now independent Town Museum. 

The Society is a registered charity (no.257870) and belongs to the Federation of Sussex Amenity 
Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request. 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion; the 
larger the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1 January 
(except by those joining on or after 1 October). By signing a Gift Aid form standard-rate income tax 
payers can increase its value at no cost to themselves. Persons wishing only to receive the Bulletin can 
do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in advance to the Editor (address on cover). 

PRESIDENT Mrs M. COLLINS, D.L. 

OFFICERS, 2010-11 

CHAIRMAN J.W. BRIDLE 
VICE-CHAIRMAN C.J.V. WHEATLEY, Ph.D. 

TREASURER N.J. BEALE, B.A., F.C.A. 
SECRETARY vacant 

EDITOR OF BULLETIN M.J. LEPPARD, M.A. 

Contributions for the Bulletin to the Editor, through whom permission must be sought to reproduce any 
contents. Unattributed contributions are from the Editor or officers. Attributed opinions are not 
necessarily anyone's but their author's. 

BACK NUMBERS OF BULLETINS from the Editor: single copies £1 + postage (4 second-class stamps 
acceptable); more than one copy £1 each, post free; set of all issues in print (82) £20 (to be collected by 
arrangement after payment). There is a waiting list for out-of-print issues. Unwanted back-numbers (even 
damaged or defective) are always welcome for re-sale. A list of principal contents is on the website. 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	 No.106 (Summer 2012) 

EDITORIAL 

Recognising that a sound knowledge of our local history is an essential background for our concerns for 
the present and future, that there is a great deal of research awaiting writing up for publication, and that 
the person currently best able to do so is unlikely to live for ever, the committee has agreed that the size 
of the Bulletin be increased to 20 sides in order that more of that research can be committed to print. 
Accordingly this number is virtually a monograph investigating the history of one of our little-studied 
Domesday Book estates. Even so, there has been, and will continue to be, room for the work of other 
contributors and the usual incidental features. 

COVER PICTURE: Brockhurst Lodge, from the cover of the Brockhurst estate auction particulars of 
1888, chosen to complement the main article in this issue. The lodge is still recognisable today, beside 
the A22 as one approaches Ashurst Wood. 

AS WE SAW OURSELVES (36): 'I and all my family have suffered so severely from the climate of 
this place, that I have never had so much illness in my life as since I have been here, and our medical 
attendant has not been absent from the house two days at a time, since August last.' - Rev. J.N. Harward, 
vicar of East Grinstead 1848-63, to the Bishop of Chichester, 29 May 1850 (West Sussex Record Office, 
Ep. 1/48/7, bundle 4) 

AS OTHERS SAW US (46): After 'a particularly bad asthma attack Mike was hospitalised and then 
diagnosed with double pneumonia. His consultant advised me to get out of London. We realised every 
time we came down here [visiting her sister in East Grinstead] Mike would get better. When we decided 
to move it was still a very big decision. But everyone down here has been very good to us. The school 
[Sackville] has been fantastic. There is also excellent medical support which we could not get in the 
inner city. All this has given Mike more confidence. He doesn't have to worry constantly about getting 
an asthma attack and he has a much better life all round.' - Mrs Jackie Fielding, interviewed about her 
13-year old son in the Brighton Argus, 16 April 2004. 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Our Newsletter 37 (April 1987) welcomed moves to establish a stalls 
market in Railway Approach, an amenity for whose re-introduction we had consistently called, and 
reported 'an alarming suggestion that the Playfield be turned into a municipal car park.' From our 
foundation in 1968 we had repeatedly called for the removal of the 'temporary' school huts so that it 
could be returned to its earlier use. In view of possible equally alarming development on part of the land 
behind the High Street between Constitutional Buildings and Middle Row, our Chairman Mr Cedric 
Hartland suggested principles for doing so worthily. Reporting our annual Open Forum, Newsletter 38 
(July) recorded unanimous opposition to conversion of the Playfield and agreement that more parking 
was needed, with the majority favouring a multi-storey park in Railway Approach. Other concerns were 
empty office blocks, over-large sheltered housing schemes, lack of small shops on housing estates, and 
the likelihood of more flats and starter homes. East Grinstead Town and Mid Sussex Councils and our 
Society had opposed conversion of residential accommodation over 55-59 High Street to offices, the 
developer had appealed and the inspector had granted permission, a trend causing life to ebb away from 
the town centre. Bulletin 41 (Spring 1987) included articles on the Old Pest House by Mrs M. Holt and 
Mr M.J. Leppard, the history of Ashurst Wood by Mr P.D. Wood, and the origins of the Plawhatch 
estate by Major R.E.W. Grubb, and more of his memories of the 1920s here from local journalist Mr 
Brian Desmond. 



BROCKHURST REVISITED 
	

M.J. Leppard 

There have been two published discussions of Brockhurst so far: P.D. Wood's in his pioneering 
work identifying and mapping Domesday Book holdings in East Grinstead Hundred' and D. Hawkins's 
in his desk-bound archaeological assessment of land near the town at risk of development .2  My 
published attempts to identify the glebelands of the parish, specifically the portion called Coleslond, 
have relevance to defining the location and extent of Brockhurst. 3  

BELOW: THE AREA COVERED BY THIS ARTICLE, from 6" Ordnance Survey map, first edition 1873 



Mr Wood, working primarily from map evidence and physical features of the landscape, makes 
a case for the area known as Brockhurst today, running south west from the A22. Dr Hawkins argues 
for an area eastwards from Harwoods Lane and south of Herontye House, generally styled Brookhurst 
in historical times. At first I rejected that conclusion but the more I have considered Mr Wood's work, 
the more I have doubted how adequately he has accounted for the original Brockhurst. I also have the 
impression, as yet not substantiated, that some of his mappings may be of the demesnes or home farms 
rather than the full extent of the Domesday estates. This article therefore sets out to consider, from as 
wide a range of evidence as I can assemble, what might at any time have been the area understood by 
contemporaries as Brockhurst. In gradually formulating my conclusions I have been greatly aided by 
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informal - and challenging - discussions with Mr A.G. Dyson. Several of his points are acknowledged 
below, but the development of the argument is mine alone and he will have the opportunity to respond 
in the next Bulletin, as indeed will Mr Wood or anyone else if so disposed. 

There is no reason to doubt that Domesday Book's Riochest represents Brockhurst ('badger 
wood'), half a hide held by Ansfrid of Count Mortain in 1086 but by Fran of King Edward in 1066, 
when it lay in Warningore (in Chailey). It had never paid tax, had land for one plough, supported one 
villein and, once worth 15 shillings, was now worth five. Ansfrid's estates passed to the de Denes, but 
I cannot find anything relevant to Brockhurst in any published information on them. 

By the mid-13th century, however, an apparently hereditary locative surname had developed, 
earlier than any known mention of the property itself. In 1255 John de Brochurst was a witness to a 
conveyance of land at Chercham (Chartham)' and in c.1260 and 1275 to property transactions at 
Imberhorne6. In 1265 he was a juror on the inquest into the effects here of the Barons' War. 7  Odo de 
Brocherst was a witness to a deed in 12928  and taxed at 4s.3¼d. in the tithing of Imberhorne in the 
subsidy of 1296. Richard Brocherst was a party to the 1292 deed and taxed at 2s. in 1327 (tithings not 
differentiated) and 3s.5d. in Imberhorne in 1332.10  Walter de Brocherst bought an unidentifiable 
messuage and 10 acres from Robert de Estcote in 130708.h1  (I have ignored every variation in the 
spelling, or mistranscription, of the names since they all clearly represent Brockhurst.) What I cannot 
ignore, however, is their being taxed in Imberhorne tithing when (as will appear later) that manor does 
not seem to have had a foot in Brockhurst. Possibly they, or at least Odo and Richard, had already 
parted from the eponymous property in favour of one under Imberhorne's jurisdiction without mention 
in any surviving documentation. In the subsidy lists they rank near the middle of the assessments. 

By then the place-name had been recorded in its own right, under the tithing of Brambletye. In 
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1285 Richard Hereward was reported to have obstructed a certain way at Brokherst which ought to be 
common to pedestrians and horsemen and is now only for pedestrians, and this throughout seven years. 
Two years later he was charged again with having obstructed a certain way for pedestrians and horse-
men that leads from the forest at Grenestede. 12  Richard Hereward was undoubtedly one of the family 
that gave name to Harwoods Farm and the lane that runs through it from the town towards Ashdown 
Forest. The farm lay immediately south of the Brookhurst site favoured by Hawkins as the original 
Brockhurst homestead. Had he been aware of this document he would surely have cited it in support. 

The deed of 1292 mentioned above strengthens this theory, and introduces the elusive 
Coleslond. On 17 March Richard de Brocheherst sold to Walter son of John and his heirs for 7 marks 
[E4.13s.4d.] a piece of his land in the parish of Estgrenestede lying in length from the land of the rector 
of the church of East Grinstead called Coleslond as far as 'my common and my road from my house' 
into the high road leading to Grinstead and in breadth from the high road from the town of Grinstead 
towards Hesseherst [Ashurst (Wood)] as far as 'the land of Lettice my mother in dower'.' 3  No square 
or linear dimensions are given. The heading calls it 'a piece of land called Coleslond', the original 
Latin of which could, Mr Dyson has observed, equally well (and in my opinion correctly) be translated 
'a piece of the land called Coleslond'. Writing 'the land of the rector' without naming him shows it his 
ex officio. part of his glebe. 

Before interpreting the bounds more precisely than saying Coleslond is somewhere near the 
town to its south east, the name itself deserves consideration. It is tempting to connect it with that of 
Cola who held Brambletye in 1066. It was his successor, Alfred Pincerna, who by c. 1100 had given to 
Lewes Priory the church at East Grinstead, an un-named half-hide of land for its glebe, and the tithes of 
Brambletye.' 4  The association of Brockhurst with Brambletye in the previous paragraph (and the 16th 
century connection to be spelt out below) would fit in so well, but Professor Coates has told me that a 
genitival n would have been found after Cola, not an s. 'Cole', he said, was the vernacular familiar 
form of the personal name Nicholas. To increase the disappointment, the later place-names Collins 
Field and Collins or the Tanyard in the immediate vicinity (on which see appendices I and II) seem to 
cry out for a linear chronological connection, alas in vain. 

In compensation, however, Mr Dyson has pointed out the significance of lond (land), always 
used of large tracts of territory, from Dormans Land to Greenland. More immediately significant, to my 
mind, is Feidlond, part of Lewes Priory's manor of Imberhorne (and formerly of the hypothetical Great 
Feld), names I have discussed, and to some extent mapped, elsewhere.' 'The land of la Felde' is first 
mentioned in c.1150; in c.1258 18 acres on la Feidlond were let for 4s. p.a.; in c.1260 the bounds are 
given of 3 acres of land, hedged and ditched, bought for 20s. and said in 1268-74 to be in la Feidlond. 
There is a further reference to a hedge and ditched field of la Feldlond rented at 4s. p.a. in 1278.16  If a 
parallel can be granted, then Coleslond was an open area, from which Richard de Brocheherst was 
selling a parcel either already hedged and ditched or about to be so enclosed. If the land prices are 
much the same on both estates, then it could have encompassed about 14 acres. The wording 'acres of 
land' means that it was arable. 

The high road from the town to Hesseherst is without question Lewes Road, the A22. 'My 
common, my road and my house' must be where Brookhurst is shown on the map of 1873: 'my road' is 
the private drive shown from the house via the top of Harwoods Lane to Hermitage Lane, those two 
roads together forming 'the high road leading to Grinstead'. The ornamental grounds round the house, 
significantly called a green in 1841 in the tithe award, correspond to 'my common'. (Such a small 
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uncultivated area, 2a. 1 r.3 Op. in 1841, would customarily have been termed 'waste', as were commons. 
Saint Hill Green provides some sort of parallel.) Lettice's dower, granted out of the total Brockhurst 
estate, is probably the area mapped by Mr Wood, or part of it. The rector's land then has to be located 
wherever those conclusions have left room for it. This is not an easy task if the bounds are four sides of 
a rough quadrilateral, as they seem to be, with the rector's land and 'my road' the opposing long ones 
and the A22 and Lettice's land the opposing short ones. Conceivably the rector's land and 'my road' 
constitute one long side and the A22 and Lettice's land one broad one, but that does not make mapping 
any easier. Pending further evidence and discussion, I funk the challenge. 

Account must be taken, though, of the information give last year to a householder in Victoria 
Way (in the south-western corner of the Herontye estate) by his solicitor that his deeds showed 
potential liability for repairs to the chancel of the parish church, historically an obligation of the rector, 
whether clerical or lay, as opposed to that of the parishioners and other clergy (including the vicar) for 
the rest of the fabric. Victoria Way, therefore, and perhaps neighbouring streets, occupy what was once 
rectorial glebe, i.e. 'the land of the rector called Coleslond'. What is known of the history of the site of 
Victoria Way is pursued in appendix III. Full investigation of the extent of the rectorial Coleslond must 
depend on knowing if the same liability is alleged in any of the nearby roads and examination of the 
known history of the patchwork of fields in the angle of Hermitage Lane and Lewes Road. 

It is notable that the map in the Buckhurst Terrier, followed by Mr Wood and discussed below, 
shows no mansion house or other building, a negative (and therefore risky) argument for the Brookhurst 
site as the original. In 1650 Brookehurst was given as the southern boundary of Hartscroft, a field 
traversed by the drive to Brookhurst.' 7  Although Yeakell and Gream's map of Sussex of 1795 labels 
the present-day Brockhurst site alongside the A22 'Brookhurst', the next three county maps to show it 
(O.S. preliminary 1808, first edition 1" O.S. 1819, Greenwood 1825) all style it 'Little Brookhurst', 
with 'Brookhurst' as the name for the western site. Hawkins suggests the pond there on the tithe map 
has indications of having originally been a moat. If so, it is hard to detect how it would have been fed. 

In the light of all this discussion so far, Mr Wood's mapping of Brockhurst seems unlikely to 
cover the whole story, though I am not confident that I have established enough to provide alternative 
mapping. The maps which illustrate this article will, I hope, enable the reader to form impressions, and 
perhaps sketch probabilities, for both Brockhurst and Coleslond. 

The deed of 1292 cannot be left without considering one other question: why was it enrolled 
among the title deeds of Lewes Priory, for the priory was not one of the parties? True, the priory 
appointed the rector, whose glebe adjoined this land, and would thus have an indirect interest in 
maintaining it inviolate from encroachment, but there seems to be no such concern elsewhere in the 
cartulary. More likely, it is part of the 'paper trail' of the priory's entitlement to some later endowment, 
but I cannot find anything with which to link it. If anyone can do so, the land sold might be plottable. 

Returning to Brockhurst, the English Place-Name Society cites a reference in 1337 to 
'Brockhurst in Walda' and interprets the location as 'in the Weald'. 18  I have been unable to track down 
the inquest quoted, but I have argued that Walda here is that Wald which I have found as an element in 
several place-names to the east of East Grinstead (somewhat comparable to the Feld to the west) and 
most significantly in the name of the manor of Ashurst or Grinstead Weald or Wild.' 9  Part of 
Brockhurst is held of that manor in later documents, as will appear below. 

References to Brockhurst held of the manor of Shiremark in 1495 and 1551 by successive 



Thomas Drewes could complicate the story inexplicably if, as taken by Mr M.J. Burchall, they are to 
Brockhurst in East Grinstead and the holders are members of the Drewe family first found here much 
earlier20, one of whom, Edward, acquired our Brockhurst in 1616. Shiremark was a small sub-manor of 
Chariwood in Surrey, and Brookers Farm in the parish of that name in the 16th century must be the 
'Brockhurst' in that manor. 2 ' Burchall's supposition that the Drewes re-acquired our Brockhurst is 
invalidated by documents cited later in this article. His understandable errors have been dealt with here 
to save future students from being similarly misled. 

In 1506 the inquest on Richard Lewkenor, a damaged document, found that he was seised in fee 
of [had as freehold], inter alia, parcels of land called Boylyas, Busses and Brokeherst which he had 
granted to feoffees [trustees]. He had 500 acres of land in East Grinstead in three parcels called 
Boylyas worth 40s., Busses worth 33s.4d. and Brok... held of ... , and also tenements called 
Brokehurst, Herwerdes and Lovekyns held of the heirs of Henry Lovell of their manor of Brambiltye. 22  
Thanks to the gaps we cannot tell if he held Brockhurst in two parts, nor whether, if so, both were in 
Brambletye. The 'certificate' produced in 1548 in reply to the King's commissioners' articles of 
enquiry into chantries states that by his will Lewkenor had left the lands, rents and tenements he had 
purchased called Boylys, Harwards and Brokehurst in reversion to feoffees who, after his wife's death. 
were to find 10 marks a year [k6.13s.4d.] from the income they produced to pay a priest to sing masses 
for him and other beneficiaries, the remainder to be expended in 'other good deeds'. Brockhurst, 
estimated at 40 acres of land and wood, had been leased for 60 years to Thomas Duffield in 1530. 
From Brockhurst 6s.8d. was due annually to the manor of Welldenn [Ashurst or Grinstead Weald or 
Wild mentioned earlier], ls.2d. to the manor of Brambletye, and 2Y2d. as 'shere fyne'. 2  These statistics 
were repeated in the particulars for grants drawn up in the following year, with Duffield's rent given as 
£1.18s.'/2d. 24  The particulars of sale issued in 1550 specify the property is to be held of the King as of 
his manor of East Greenwiche in free socage [freely but paying a fixed rent]. 25  The three London 
businessmen who bought Brockhurst and the other properties sold them on immediately to Sir Richard 
Sackville. 26  

In 1580 Sir Thomas Sackville, Lord Buckhurst, leased Brokherst and many other local 
properties to John Turner of Tableherst gent. Brokherst is itemised as 1 08'/2 acres formerly parcel of St 
Mary's, the name of the chantry that Lewkenor had established. 27  In the survey of 1597/98 known as 
the Buckhurst Terrier it duly appears as lands called Brokehurst, twelve fields (eight of them named) 
rented by Sackville Turner gent. at £4 p.a. amounting to 106a.lr.13p. plus the rights to any iron ore on 
the premises. The area is further broken down into 10a.2r.23p. meadow, 59a.1r.39p. pasture and 
36a.0r.3 ip. arable, and there is a map to boot. 28  So much precise and comprehensive information might 
seem a godsend to posterity, but, as Mr Wood has shown, the northern part of the map cannot be 
squared with the actual topography. 29  Nor does the acreage even remotely equate with that estimated in 
the chantry documents, while the rent charged after half a century is 2.2 times what it had been but now 
for an area rather more than 2.5 times as large despite much steeper monetary inflation. Even if Turner 
had been granted favourable rents to expedite the deal, it seems we must conclude that the Sackvilles 
had either acquired more of the postulated larger original Brockhurst (what Lewkenor bequeathed need 
not have been the whole of even his Brockhurst holding) or had added other land and incorporated it 
under the one name. (The name Cox Hill for part of the 1597/98 Brockhurst and for an independent 
Sackville holding may provide a clue for later investigation.) There is no mention in the Buckhurst 
Terrier of the quit rents due from Brockhurst to other manors, not because they had been redeemed (for 
they were still payable in 1830, as shown below) but because the Sackvilles, unable to bear 
acknowledging any such subsidiarity, classified all their estates under their Barony of Buekhurst. 
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In 1613 Richard Earl of Dorset confirmed the lease of 1580 to Sackville Turner for £300. 30  His 
father, Robert Sackville the second Earl, had founded Sackville College and endowed it with rent 
charges, one of them on his former 'chantry lands', including Brockhurst. In 1637 this charge was paid 
by 'Mr Carr, Rector' (actually vicar), presumably Turner's successor as tenant. 3 ' There seems to be no 
further trace of it in any surviving documents, and this (eastern) Brockhurst disappears from view for 
almost a century. 

Meanwhile the western portion emerges clearly in the records. In 1606 the inquest on John 
Leedes esq. found his holdings had included the manors of Brockhurst and of Walehill alias Weild [i.e. 
Ashurst or Grinstead Weald or Wild]. 32  The map of Hartscroft on the east of Hermitage Lane in the 
Buckhurst Terrier, bordered on the south by 'the freehold of Mr Leedes', when taken within the 1650 
account of its bounds mentioned earlier, confirms this identification of his part of Brockhurst. 33  When, 
how and from whom Leedes acquired it I do not know. Two years later his son Sir Thomas conveyed 
the manor of Brockherst and other properties to George Turner gent. 34  (How the latter was related to 
Sackville Turner is not evident; probably distantly, if at all, in the light of the information below on his 
brief part in the story.) At about this date John [error for Thomas] Leedes knight is recorded paying 2s. 
to the manor of Sheffield-Grinsted for a parcel of Brookhurst 35 , a complication which cannot be 
accounted for without proper acquaintance with the records of that manor. (Styling Brockhurst a manor 
does not have to indicate the same status as Sheffield-Grinsted, merely its being a freehold.) 

In 1616 an agreement (later abrogated) was drawn up whereby George Turner of Lingfield gent. 
would convey to Edward Drewe of East Grinstead gent. for £800 the manor of Brookhurst and two 
burgages called the Lyon [34-40 High Street] and 20 acres. 36  The next year the sale was effected . 37  By 
his will, made and proved in 1619, Edward Drewe yeoman provided for Edward Lea to occupy those 
and other properties for ten years, out of which £32 p.a. was to be paid to his widow Agnes and £30 p.a. 
rent to his heirs. Richard Haybeetle senior, dwelling at Brookhurst, was to have an annuity of 20s. out 
of the estate. 38  Edward Drewe, into whose holdings an inquest was held later in the year, 39  was 
evidently, from the style 'yeoman', using Brockhurst to supply his human and equine customers' needs 
at the Lyon and elsewhere. Robert Drewe, the cousin to whom he had bequeathed Brockhurst and most 



of his other extensive estates, died in 1642 leaving the lordship of Brokehurst, his only land, to his 
eldest daughter, Joan the wife of Lancelot Faulconer of Lewes .

40  It was the latter therefore who was 
named for the 2s. due from Brockhurst in the next surviving (undated) Sheffield-Grinsted rental .41 

In 1711 we have, at last, a document in which the two Brockhursts are unequivocally entered 
side by side, the church terrier of 1711 recording liabilities for maintenance of the churchyard wall. 
'Bucknors, Brokehurst', owner John Pickering esq., tenant Nathaniel Moore gent, is responsible for 5 
foot, the Manor of Brokehurst, owner James Tulley gent., tenant Jervise Thorpe, for 'the carrying gate 
contain'g Ten foot'. 42  The location and purpose of this gate is clarified by the attempted enforcement 
in 1869, 'the carriage gate leading into the churchyard at the east end by the beershop' [the Rose & 
Crown] Conceivably an original unitary Brockhurst covered all 15 feet, but there could have been 
adjustments and re-allocations over the centuries. The 5:10 split presumably reflects the relative sizes, 
or statuses, of the two portions. 'Bucknors' is found only this once, and seems like a garbled version of 
'Buckhurst', the Barony in which Brockhurst was enrolled by the Sackvilles. In local vernacular speech 
the tin st at the end of a word was, and is, generally not sounded, and n could be a misreading of h. 

From this date onwards it is clear which Brockhurst is which, and so their stories will now be 
traced separately, with first the one which did not endure, the western, generally given as Brookhurst. 

The list of monumental inscriptions in East Grinstead church and churchyard probably compiled 
by W.H. Hills in c.1904 includes what survived of that to Jarvis Thorpe 'tenant of Brockhurst' who 
died March 1716 aged 76 and his wife Ann." The parish register records his burial on 31 March 1716, 
a plumber. By good fortune his probate inventory survives 45 , but since there is no note of his residence 
it could be the burgage and portland 'next adjoining to the Hollow Lane' [Hermitage Lane, making it 
54-56 High Street] sold to him (as Jarvis Thorp glasier) for £50 in 168146  and still his when the 
borough rental of 1678-83 was compiled. He continues to appear in borough records up to 1702 48 ,  

and in 1693 stood surety, again described as a plumber, to the marriage licence of his daughter and a 
man from Sevenoaks49. In 1682-83 he served as one of the churchwardens and in 1693 and 1695-96 as 
one of the overseers of the poor .

50  As photographed before demolition 51 , 54-56 High Street looks as if 
it could accommodate the two garrets, three rooms above stairs, five below and cellar recorded in the 
inventory, with space enough on the portland for the usual outbuildings and a cow. The latter is the 
only animal, and there is no mention of crops or fields or agricultural implements, though possibly 
someone who lived elsewhere worked the farm and owned the stock. It would therefore be unwise to 
read it as a picture of Brookhurst, which he could have sub-let (though no rent income is recorded). 
Suffice it to note that the total valuation was £17 1.9s., of which £64 accounted for his wearing apparel 
and money in purse, £25 for his stock in the shop and working tools, and £27 for the great quantity of 
linen in the parlour chamber (another puzzle). Another Jarvis and a John Thorpe, presumably his sons, 
appear as plumbers in various documents in the next generation, the latter also as a glazier. The second 
Jarvis was occupying the manor of 'Brocklehurst' with barn and lands containing 50 acres when James 
Tullye gent. leased it to Thomas Freebody of Udimer gent. for a year in 171 7.52  

There follow several decades for which no information has been found. -  'Miss Pook's land' 
south-west of Piggots Fields on a map of 1776 seems to correspond to BrookhurstS3  and is probably the 
same as owned by Mrs Martha Poke and occupied by William Pobgee at a rental value of £1 8.8s.4d. in 
the land tax of 1785. 

There can be no doubting the identity of the manor of Brockehurst sold by Thomas Fenner to 
 Robert Morphett and William Palling in 1791. Robert Morphet esq. is still there in the draft census 

11 
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return twenty years later, a farmer with a household of two males and three females. Listed next, under 
his name, is a cottage in building. 56  I cannot identify Brookhurst in the draft return for 182 157 ; as in the 
previous and next censuses, one can do so only by already knowing who was there or the names of 
some neighbours. 

In 1824 in the draft church rate book Mr Hale is entered for Brookhurst, rated at £66.5s., 
assessed at £1.13 s.  1 1/2d., and for the now-built cottage, at £3 and 1 s.6d. 8  Three children of John Hale 
esq., of Brook Hurst and his wife Ann occur in the parish register of baptisms from 1828 to 30. The 
1831 draft census return lists John Hale esq. as a gentleman with 4 males and 6 females in his house. 59  
He is recorded as not voting in the 1832 county po11 60; his entry in the manuscript copy among the East 
Grinstead Railway papers is deleted and marked 'left'. 6 ' 

In Pigot's and Robson's directories for 1839 E.H. Darell, esq. is residing at Brookhurst; whether 
also the owner one cannot tell without other records. On the day of the 1841 census 'Brookhurst 
House' was occupied by John Simmons, a 47-year old agricultural labourer, his wife Mary of the same 
age, and sons aged 7 and 5, all Sussex-born. Perhaps the owner's family was away, perhaps Simmons 
was 'house-sitting' a vulnerable vacant property pending purchase, possibly an old and unfashionable 
building was about to face the fate that befell Gullege and Homestall, labourers' sub-standard dwellings 
until their antiquity and beauty eventually made them desirable for restoration and gracious living. 

BELOW Brookhurst on the tithe map, 1 841 

12 

Two years later, however, the tithe 
apportionment shows John Capes as owner 
and occupier of an estate of 63a.2r.13p. 
gross, 58.3.39 neat. Frederick Capes esq. is 
living there in the 1845 Kelly's directory. 
The family remained in possession until at 
least 1869 when, as mentioned above, the 
vestry called on Mr Capes to repair the 
carriage gate 'as he was bound to do in 
respect of his property called Brookhurst' 62  

It seems he refused to do so and the vestry 
undertook the responsibility itself. 'Capes 
was Roman Catholic, then resident at Old 
Brockhurst demolished soon afterwards' 
noted R.P. Crawfurd in his interleaved copy 
of Hills's History. 63  

Stating that he was resident there (as opposed to being the owner) seems a lapse of memory, for 
Harriott Cayley, an annuitant, is at Brookhurst in the 1851 and 61 censuses and other contemporary 
sources up to the 1867 Kelly. In 1851 she is a 71-year old widow born in St Petersburg, with four 
unmarried female and one married male house-servants living in, together with an unmarried gardener, 
none locally born. In 1861 the rest of the household comprised her daughter, 57 years old and wife of a 
clergyman, a butler, a cook and another servant. (The handwriting is so difficult that I cannot make out 
the names.) During this period 'Brookhouse' was a large house, recalled Edward Steer, standing in the 
clump of trees still to be seen at the time of writing (1899) near 'Brokehouse Lodge'. When a stag was 
uncarted for the Surrey Hounds in the Fair Field [now Fairfield Road] the estate bailiff Neddy Watson 
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always brought out all his men armed with forks etc. to stop the stag from Mr [sic] Cayley's land while 
boys tried to turn the creature on to it. 64  (We may guess that Steer himself, born in 1845 and with his 
grandfather farming Harwoods, was one of those boys and therefore remembered it well, even though, 
forty years on, his memory too seems to have faltered a little.) Edward Watson, 61, is in the adjacent 
cottage in 1861, 'bailiff to F. Capes esq.', which confirms that Mrs Cayley is a tenant, as probably 
therefore was her successor in residence. 

He, in the last entry in Kelly's directories for what they always style Brookhurst House, in 1870, 
is Joseph Pearless, as also in the following year's census: a 47-year old gentleman, born in East 
Grinstead and married to Laura, aged 31 and born in New York. With them are their 8-year old son, 
William, a scholar, two visiting gentlemen (one from America, the other Canada) and three unmarried 
servants, one male and two female. Watson is still next door and a bailiff, but his employer's name is 
not given. The 1874 Kelly has Joseph Pearless, one of the local dynasty of solicitors, just up the road at 
the Hermitage. 

The house stood a little longer, however, for the 1881 census enumerator found there Eliza Jane 
H ... r [not legible to me], an unmarried 28-year old housemaid together with a kitchen maid and a 
gardener. A marginal note explains 'family in Town House', perhaps 2 Victoria Road, Clapham, where 
Frederick Capes was living in 1873, the owner of 97a.3r.30p with an annual rental income of140 65  (if 
he still owned Brookhurst; the family name is not recorded, and directories are no help). Writing in 
1885 W.R. Pepper, as he walks his readers down Hermitage Lane and by field paths to Brambletye, 
remarks at the turn into Harwoods Lane 'a road leading to a lodge' but does not mention a house. 
Coming back via Luxfords Lane he notes 'the first portion of our journey was through land belonging 
to K.R. Murchison, Esq., J.P., whose mansion - though not seen in our walk in consequence of its being 
situated in what may be described as a "hole in the rock" - is a commodious building' 66 , i.e. today's 
Brockhurst on the A22. Brookhurst had evidently been demolished and its land re-united to the eastern, 
a conclusion confirmed by the 1888 auction particulars for the modern Brockhurst which tell us 'a large 
house formerly stood upon lot 3', the ancient Brookhurst estate. 

So we return now to the 18th century to pick up the story of the eastern Brockhurst, with the 
purchase in or before 1713 by Nathaniel Moore of land owned by John Pickering, respectively tenant 
and owner of Brocknors, Brokehurst in 1711. By his will made in 1765 Nathaniel Moore gent. left 'my 
messuage, farm and lands called Brookhurst now occupied by Edward Lucas' to 'my kinsmen Elfred 
Staples and his brother John Staples for life.' In 1790 Thomas Ward of Stretton near Burton upon 
Trent on behalf of himself, his brother William and his sister Elizabeth leased to John Bowrah of East 
Grinstead farmer 'Brokehurst and Coxhill', an estimated 110 acres at £5 per acre. (It is probable 
therefore that the lands in the 1785 land tax record held by John Ward and occupied by William 
Chapman, rental value £2.3s.4d. were or included Brockhurst. 67  ) By an agreement drawn up in 1804 
several members of the Ward family conveyed to John Lomas Darker of Nottingham gent. for £2,200 
an estimated 172 acres in the possession of Thomas Milward that included Brookhurst and other 
properties associated with it in the earlier transactions. 68  In the 1811 draft census return Thomas 
Milward heads a household of 5 males and 6 females. 69  Three years later he and his wife Sarah brought 
their son from Brookhurst Farm for baptism at the parish church. 

By the next decade, however, the Wards were back in full possession: John Ward is listed in the 
right place in the 1821 draft census return 70, and in 1824 he made his will leaving all his lands to his 
two brothers and thereafter among their children, all of Stretton. 71  The Town Museum holds a 



14 

damaged poster from 1826 for the auction of the lands conveyed in the deeds cited in the previous 
paragraph, none of them named but all clearly identifiable. Brockhurst comprises three closes, a farm 
house and land, 126a.0r.28p. No occupant is named but the next lot [Pawleys at Ashurst Wood] is 
occupied by William Ward, probably the grandson of that name. Disputes among members of the 
family reached the High Court of Chancery, which in 1830 ordered another auction. I have a photocopy 
of the particulars of sale, which appear not to have included a map, though the fields are all listed with 
their names and quantities. Lot 1, Brookhurst and Cogshill Lands, amounts to 111 a.0r.22p. with Mr 
Nathaniel Ward as their tenant, another grandson's name. Some sort of deeds from c.1690, c.1712, 
c. 1781 and c. 1792 are mentioned, only to rule that the vendors are not bound to ascertain who the 
representatives of the parties now are. More interesting historically, 'some part of lot 1 is held of the 
Lord of the Manor of Brookhurst, and is subject to a chief rent ... of 6s.8d. yearly, and to a heriot in 
kind on the death of every tenant; and the other part thereof is held of the Manor of Brambletye, and is 
subject to a chief rent ... of 1 s.2d. yearly, and to a like heriot on the death of every tenant; and other 
part is held of the Manor of Ashurst, otherwise Grinstead Wild, otherwise Waihill, and is subject to a 
chief rent ... of... 7s.1 Od. yearly, and a like heriot on the death of every tenant; and other part thereof is 
held of the Manor of Sheffield Grinstead, and is subject to a chief rent ... of 2d. yearly, and to a like 
heriot on the death of every tenant. ... And that as the precise boundaries of such several manors are not 
known, or the specific lands out of and in respect of which the said rents ... are due' the vendor will not 
give and the purchaser may not require any evidence related to the boundaries of those manors or lands 
or the origins of those dues. 

There is little likelihood that anyone today, nearly two centuries later, can supply such 
information, and correlation with the 16th-century statistics stands not much more chance of resolving 
anything. It looks as if the sum then due to Weld has been transferred to a new manor of Brookhurst 
(the western part?) and added to the Brambletye rent to create the same amount again for Ashurst's 
benefit. The 2d. due to Sheffield Grinstead could be the 2s due from the western part in the early 17th 
century, reduced perhaps by an error in copying that was suffered to stand, but even so it complicates 
things further. Since it is highly unlikely that the boundaries of either Brockhurst had remained static 
for the previous three centuries and quite probable that odd fields had been transferred from one to the 
other, confusion is understandable: and with the falling value of money the sums involved would have 
been less and less of a burden on the payer or benefit to the lord. Our best hope is that someone 
undertaking detailed research into those manors will shed some light, particularly if able to take us back 
before the 16th century. 

I cannot identify Brockhurst in the 1831 census, nor in that of 1841, nor in the intervening dates 
in any other documents. In 1841 the tithe map shows the upper part transformed into ornamental 
grounds and re-named Ashurst Cottage while the rest remains farmland. The changes, which may be 
the work of John Wright, the owner and occupier in 1841, could well have included a new dwelling 
house. The field-names cannot be completely reconciled with those printed in 1830, so we cannot be 
sure if the estate's boundaries have changed in the meanwhile, and the only earlier map with which to 
compare it is the flawed one of 1597/98. The llla.3r.26p gross, 83a.3.19p. neat in the tithe 
apportionment of 1843 for Ashurst Cottage is virtually the same as the area given in 1830, however, 
suggesting no change. John Wright is recorded as the owner and occupier of Ashurst Cottage and also 
of an un-named cottage and garden, 2r.36p. gross. 

There is no entry for Wright or the property in the 1845 Kelly, but in 1849 we have the baptism 
of George, son of Robert Watson Smyth Esq., and Louisa of Ashurst Lodge. Another son, William, 
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BELOW Brockhurst on the tithe map, 1 841 	 had been baptised the year 
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	 142 	 annuitant at 23 daughter 
146 	 Mary (4) and son George 

(1), cook, nurse, house-maid 
and nursemaid. The children were both born in East Grinstead, though Mary was not baptised here. 
Two more children were baptised in 1852 (William Douglas) and 59 (Agnes), the last year in which the 
Smyths are recorded at Ashurst Lodge. 

By the time the 1861 census was taken Captain Philip Hammond aged 46, late of the 34th 
regiment of foot, was at Ashurst Lodge, with his 27-year old wife, born in Hampstead, their sons 
Charles, 4, born in London, and Louis, born in East Grinstead (but not baptised here). I cannot read the 
latter's age, nor most of the following names, which include a visiting banker nephew and his wife, a 
cook, two housemaids, two other servants, a butler and a coachman. Captain Hammond is last recorded 
at Ashurst Lodge in the 1867 Kelly. He was one of the gentlemen, recalled the Rev. Gibbs Payne 
Crawfurd in 1926, whose habit in church was to stand during the prayers, leaning over the door on the 
side of their box-pews. 'I think it was an assertion of some social prestige' he comments. 72 

The 1870 Kelly has Alexander Nesbitt there, in the next year's census a 53-year old landowner 
born in Walthamstow with his wife Culia (?) born in Geneva, a housekeeper, a lady's maid, two 
housemaids, a kitchen maid, a cook, a butler and a footman. A separate part of the house is occupied 
by the coachman and his wife. By 1873 Nesbitt was at Buxted, owning 280a.1r.24p. with an income 
from rents of £187.1 Os., and Kenneth Robert Murchison had taken his place, with 1 47a.Or.4p. yielding 
£262. 

Murchison, a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, of Ashurst Lodge and 24 Chapel 
Street, Park Lane, London according to the 1874 Kelly, was a J.P. by 1878 and Deputy Lieutenant by 
1887, and was well involved in local public life. There is a photograph of him and two of his house in 
the published history of the exclusive Sussex Club, which he had joined in 1Rg1  .74  By 1979 he had 
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revived the name Brockhurst and by 1888 had enlarged the estate to 346 acres, incorporating not only 
the western, Brookhurst, part but also what became the sites and grounds of Barton St Mary, Herontye 
(north of the railway) and Great and Little Harwoods Farms, all now freehold and constituting the 
largest area ever designated Brockhurst. 7  

This point, where the story of the western portion ended, is a good one at which to leave that of 
the eastern also. There is plentiful straightforward evidence from which future researchers could easily 
continue it, so I will end this survey with a glimpse of K.R. Murchison which will have escaped the 
formal records: 

'Mr. Kenneth Robert Murchison, of Brockhurst, stands out in my memory because of his fine physique 
and appearance. He had one peculiarity - I am not sure it is not a virtue. He used often to put his 
tightly-rolled umbrella behind his back and his arms over it. (I have just ... tried it!) This has the effect 
of throwing shoulders back and the chest out, and I have heard that the Forces practise a similar exercise 
to-day. Mr. Murchison was a handsome man who grew Dundreary whiskers. Faultlessly dressed in the 
Victorian frock-coat, a choice Malmaison carnation always nestled in his button-hole. In keeping was 
his florid complexion. He was one of those appointed to the office of Associate or Assistant Warden 
of Sackville College in 1873. Mr. Murchison also bore the expense of erecting the west boundary 
wall of the college grounds, and one stone with a Latin inscription was built into it. He was, too, a 
governor of the Payne Endowment. 76 

Appendix I: COLLINS FIELD alias PIGGOTTS 

In 1502 Thomas Langridge bequeathed to his wife Alice 'by the licence of my lord my copyhold 
called Collenffelde and the dene during her widowhood' (as well as Blackwell and the Crown).77  The 
Dean was a small area in the angle of College Lane and Old Road, Collins Field a larger one off the 
A22. Unfortunately, from our point of view, the manor whose lord had permitted the bequest is not 
identifiable. In 1551 the Crown sold to a man from Hertfordshire and one from Lancashire two closes 
called Collynsfeld and le Deanes, tenant Edward Langriche, (and also Rowses), all to be held of the 
King of the manor of Estgrenewhiche in free socage. 78  Holding of this manor usually indicates former 
ecclesiastical property, as was definitely the case in 1550 when the same arrangement was made for 
Brockhurst. Collins Field etc. could thus have been part of the rectory, or perhaps Lewes Priory's 
manor of Imberhorne, or possibly one of the known but unidentifiable local possessions of a religious 
house elsewhere in the country. The geographical proximity to the approximate location of Coleslond 
and the shared first syllable in their names make it tempting to connect them. 

LEFT Piggotts Fields on the tithe map, 1 841 

The inquest on Thomas Woodgate in 1642 found Collens 
alias Collensfield among the lands he held, and Thomas his eldest 
son his heir . 79  There is a long gap before the next mention, in the 
will of Edward Payne esquire, made in 1713 and proved the next 
year. His many bequests included Piggots Field or Collins and an 
oasthouse and land called the Dean, occupied by the testator, John 
Withers and John Butching, to Charles Payne (in tail because not 
yet of age). 80  Piggots Fields and Deane were lands belonging to 
Anna Payne in 176081,  and among her freeholds in 1776 when the 
maps of the whole Saint Hill estate were compiled. Piggots 
Fields amounted to 22a.0r.22p. gross, divided into five parcels,82 
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within the same boundary as when the tithe map was created in 1841, though then further subdivided to 
give nine fields. Neither map shows a house, and so in the draft church rate book of 1824 Onesiphirus 
Paul, who occupies Piggotts Fields, rateable value £34.5s., assessed at 17s.1 '/2d., also has a house in the 
town .83  Ownership of Piggotts Fields stayed with the Crawfurds at least until the tithe apportionment 
of 1843, when it was measured at 22a.0r.35p. gross and occupied by Richard Payne. After that nothing 
has come to light until 1888, when it is silently mapped in the Brockhurst estate auction particulars. 

Appendix II: COLLINS FARM or THE TANYARI) 

The similarity of name to Collins Field and the possible location of this property warrant study 
of it here, but its name does not appear on any map I know, and none of its documentation indicates its 
whereabouts, its acreage or any earlier or later name. It does not correspond to the tanyard in the angle 
of Hermitage Lane and Harwoods Lane (discussed in appendix III), which rules out an attractive link 
with the bounds of Coleslond in 1292 and the rectorial liability in Victoria Way. 

The first mention of this Collins is in 1739 when it was one of the properties exchanged from 
Edward Conyers to Sir Thomas Webster, a messuage, barn and lands late occupied by Nathaniel 
Moor. 84  In his will, made in 1765 (already mentioned in connection with Brockhurst), Nathaniel Moore 
left the barn or lands called Collens or the Tanyard in his own occupation to Susanna Bromley, 
spinster. 85  Three years later she married Mr George Bankin, attorney at law, in our parish church. In 
the 1806 allocation of pews there Collins Farm is listed after Brookhurst for M. Bromley and annotated 
'late Bankin' 86,  wording repeated in 1809 in the Church rebuilding trustees' order book. 87  Bromley' s 
pew also served his 'house at east end of the Town', presumably where he was living when the 1811 
draft census return was compiled, but it does not give addresses and the neighbouring entries do not 
give any help in locating it. He is recorded as a farmer with a household of two males and two 
females . 88  From the same year's draft church rate book I transcribed the place-name Collins Mead but 
no details about it. 89  The 1824 equivalent, revised to 1826, however, I transcribed in full: Collins Mead 
was held by John Rice, rated at £22.15s., assessed at 9s.4'Ad. He also had a windmill, specified as 
Cuttons Hill in Pigot's directory for 1823, the one which gave name to Windmill Lane at Ashurst 
Wood. The entry for the mill is struck through and Samuel Gilliam written in, but Rice retained Collins 
Mead.90  There is no reason to suppose the two properties are contiguous. My only later reference is a 
note that Tan Yard or Collins Mead is named in 1841 north of Brookhurst in some auction particulars 
that I saw many years ago, but for which property I cannot remember and I do not know where the 
document is now. 

Nevertheless that vague location, the association with Nathaniel Moore, the naming on the 1776 
map of Piggotts Farm of 'Mr Bankings Land' as its south-east border, and the Collins-name common to 
both that property and the Tanyard discussed here all incline me to propose that Collins Farm or Mead 
lay on or near the A22 roughly between Piggotts and Brockhurst. Checking the sources that I did not 
explore sufficiently, looking for supplementary ones and investigating the families involved might not 
only permit precise mapping of the location but also throw some light on that of Coleslond and even on 
the early history of Brockhurst. 

Appendix III: TANNERS MEAD and/or THE TANYARD 

The first reference to this tanyard, in the angle of Hermitage Lane and Harwoods Lane, seems to 
be in the inquest in 1580 on the lands of John Payne which included a meadow called Tannehowse 
Mead formerly Palmers containing 3 acres, held of James Pickas of his manor of Brambletye in free 
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socage by 7d. rent, and worth 6s. Payne's will is quoted by which, as Tannersfeld, it was bequeathed 
with other properties to his executor Edward Payne. 9 ' (Tannershyll, also listed, was at Ashurst Wood.) 

In 1753 John Smith sold 100 acres to James Lucas yeoman for £250, including Tanners Mead, 
which in 1780 is the southern bound of land sold to Thomas Wakeham [of the Hermitage]. Wakeham 

acquired from Viscount Sackville in 1791 a former part of that field but now partly covered with water, 
32Y2 p. in extent and divided by a fence and ditch. It had lately been occupied by William Barwick, and 
the rest of Tanners Mead lay to its east and south. 92  A map of former chantry properties created in 1820 
shows Tanners Mead belonging to the Duchess of Dorset, 6a.0r.24p. in three parcels. 93  A map of Great 
House Farm and associated properties drawn by William Figg no earlier than 1826 shows one of them 
as Tanners Mead and the other two as Tanyard and Meads, 6a.lr.12p. in total. 94  In the tithe award they 
are an un-named meadow (1933 on the tithe map), occupied by James Dempster, and a tanyard (1895) 
and two meadows (1894, 1896), tenanted by John Izard, all owned by Earl de La Warr and totalling 
6a.2r. l6p. (Barwick and Dempster were landlords of the Dorset Arms and Izard a felimonger, glover, 
hatter and leather breeches maker.) 

it 
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(Mr Wood's transcript notes in my possession) 46  E.S.R.0. SAS FB 553 47  Hills, p.40 48 poll book (Centre for 
Kentish Studies, Maidstone, 0/57) 49  S.R.S., vol.6, p.149 50 Apprenticeship indentures (W.S.R.0. PAR 348/33/5-
7,31,34-36) 	' see, e.g., R. Michell & D. Gould, E.G. - then and now (1985), no. 15, left-hand building 52  Burrell MSS 
(British Library Add MSS 1379) 53  Saint Hill estate maps (W.S.R.0.) 14  S.R.S., vol.77, p. 90 	as note 34 
56  W.S.R.0. PAR 348/26/2/6 	W.S.R.0. PAR 348/26/2/8 58  W.S.R.0. PAR 348/4/17 59  W.S.R.0. PAR 348/26/2/7 
60  transcribed and published by PBN Publications (1992), p.28 61  in W.S.R.0. 62  as note 43 63  property of Dr R. 
Crawfurd of Tenterden, loaned for study some years ago 64  serialised in E. G. 0., 1899 65  'Return of the owners of land, 
1873: Sussex' (facsimile published by the Sx Family History Group, 1991), p.6 66  W.R. Pepper, E. G. and its environs 

(1885), pp.75,81 	
67  as note 54 68  S.A.C., vol.66, pp. 119-2 1  	69  as note 56 70  as note 58 	7 1  as note 65, p. 121  

72  ms letter to the vicar, April 1926, among the parish records (W.S.R.0.) 73  as note 65, p.21 	W.W. Grantham and 
J.R. Fearon, Sx Club: list ofpast and present members, 1799-1938 (1939), part I, pp.45-47 Auction particulars, 1888 
76  'Memories of E.G.' by a Native [A.S. Bridgiand], no.20, E.G.0., 1941 77  P.C.C. Blamyr f.21 (I owe this reference to 
Mr L.E.W. Cole) 78  Patent Rolls, Edward VI, vol. 5,p.82 79  as note 32, no. 1117 80  E.S.R0. SAS/H 454 81  as note 
80 H463 82  as note 53 83  as note 58 84  W.S.R.0. Add MS 17,491 85  as note 68 86  W.H. Hills MSS (W.S.R.0.) 
87  W.S.R.0. 88  as note 56 89  W.S.R.0. PAR 348/8/1 90  as note 58 91  S.R.S. vol.3, pp. 129-31 92  Mr R.H. Wood's 
notes from deeds of the Hermitage (E.S.R.0. WHL) 93  P.R.O. LRR0I/2843 94  S.A.S. Figg maps 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: I am grateful to many people for information passed on over the years, especially 
Mr P.D. Wood, to Mr A.G. Dyson for discussions that always made me think again, and to Mr David Gould for 
drawing the outline map. The source-references are not all as precise as they ideally should be: some depend on 
notes made over the course of half a century when my recording was less strict, some on documents seen before 
they went to the repositories that now hold them. I hope that, even so, they are sufficient to enable anyone 
hoping to pursue points further to head in the right direction. 

The article which follows was written in response to one in East Grinstead Museum Compass 35 
(Summer 2011) and was intended for printing in no.37, but after no.36 had appeared the Museum's 
Trustees decided to discontinue producing it. As this article contains important corrections, based on 
inspection of the original source, to errors derived from notes made from it many years ago, it clearly 
must be made publicly available: and our Bulletin is the obvious alternative. Ed. 

MORE ON THE BRIGHTON PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION, 1856 	 David Gould 

Having recently examined the Brighton Gazette of 2 October 1856 - on microfilm at Brighton 

History Centre - I am now able to clarify a few points in M.J. Leppard's article 'Mid-nineteenth century 
photographs of Sackville College' in East Grinstead Museum Compass 35. 

There is no ambiguity about whether the 'resident artist' was a resident of East Grinstead or of 
Brighton and in fact the statement 'taken recently by a resident artist' should not be in quotation marks. 
The copy actually reads: 

'We would call the attention of our readers to an extensive series of specimens which may now 
be seen at Mr. Style's [sic], No.163, North Street, Brighton. They consist principally of views of the 
town and neighbourhood of East Grinsted [sic], and have been taken quite recently by an artist who has 
been residing in that picturesque locality, and who, for a time, laid aside the brush and palette to take up 
"the pencil of nature".' 

So, although the description 'resident artist' could have implied a photographic artist, this 
regrettably unnamed person was definitely an artist-painter and had been residing in East Grinstead - 



not necessarily for a great length of time; perhaps a week or two, long enough to take the photographs. 

The photographs were believed to have been taken by the 'collodian process' (in fact collodion, 
a solution of gun-cotton in ether; the plate, when coated with it, had to be exposed while still wet and 
developed immediately in the photographer's portable darkroom). 

The exhibition included six views of Sackville College, the detailed descriptions of which seem 
consistent with the well-known set, of some of which the Town Museum holds modem copies. 

1 	A general view from the east [Lewes Road], showing the chapel with its recent addition to its length 
appearing conspicuously white.' 

2 	South front, taken in the 'side light of the morning sun' and showing Master Wren the porter and 'the 
old pensioner on the bench'. 2  

3 Quadrangle looking east showing the chapel, at one of the doors beyond which stands a figure in cap 
and gown, assumed to be the Warden of Sackville College. 

4 Another view of the quadrangle but looking north, showing the hall, the Dorset Lodgings and the 
modern bell turret. The motto of the College Arms was so clear it could be made out with the aid of a glass. 

5 Quadrangle looking west.' 
6 A view from the churchyard looking west [surely east?] showing only a small portion of the College and 

the house 'which has lately been dignified with the name of "St. Margaret's". 

Other pictures in the exhibition were briefly mentioned, including stereoscopic photographs of 
College inmates, one of whom was the 'poor blind female who has been made the victim of such 
unrelenting persecution'. There were also some general views of the town, the church, the vicarage. 
Brambletye House, Hever Castle 'and other interesting localities in the neightbourhood'. 

It is certainly true that the report of this exhibition is spattered with anti-Neale sentiments - for 
example, referring to him as the College's pseudo-Warden - but it is not an Editorial as such. Nowhere 
is the photographer's name mentioned, and regrettably I could find no mention of the exhibition in the 
rival newspaper the Brighton Examiner. Nevertheless, there seems little doubt that he was Philip Henry 
Delamotte, who is known to have been an artist as well as a pioneer photographer. After all, there was 
hardly a queue of photographers lining up to take Sackville College at such an early date as 1856. His 
collaborator was Joseph Cundall, but we cannot know who took what. However, both staged 
exhibitions of photography in many places during 1855-56. 

'reproduced in my East Grinstead and its environs (2001), p.49 2  ibid., p.51 	ibid., p.50 

The poor blind female' was Elizabeth Ongley - Ed. 

OLYMPIC TIMES: In response to the claim in our Newsletter 114 (March 2012) that in 1948 the 
Olympic torch was carried through East Grinstead, Mr M.A. Hollins has located on the internet the 
official map from the time. The route taken was from Dover via Canterbury, Maidstone, Westerham, 
Redhill and Guildford, then over the Thames and via Uxbridge to Wembley. The District Council's 
suggested Olympic Place and Torch Parade for the roads on the current development behind 240-254 
Holtye Road were rejected for two of mine: SURREY VIEW (from the elevation) and GREENHURST 
(the tithing in which the area lay). FOSTERS' PLACE and POTTERY HOUSE were chosen, also from 
my suggestions, for the flats on Garland Road and Park Road which occupy the site of the pottery that 
operated from 1855 to c.1940 and the name of the family which ran it for most of that time. M.J.L. 
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